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1. On 29 October 2009 the Commission transmitted to the European Parliament and the Council its Proposal for a Decision regarding the participation by the Community in a Joint Baltic Sea Research and Development Programme (BONUS-169) undertaken by several Member States. The proposal is one of the "Article 169" initiatives that were identified in the FP7 Specific Programme Cooperation. 

2. BONUS is a joint research programme undertaken by eight EU Baltic Sea Member States (Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and Sweden) in support of the Baltic Sea region's sustainable development. The initiative will also help the establishment and structuring of the ERA in the Baltic Sea Region and is to be seen as a pilot case for other similar regional initiatives. 

3. According to the Commission proposal BONUS would be implemented in two distinct phases: a strategic phase to prepare a Strategic Research Agenda, to set up appropriate stakeholder consultation platforms and to develop precise implementation modalities, to be followed by an Implementation Phase, during which joint calls would be launched in view of funding strategically targeted BONUS-169 projects specifically addressing the objectives of the initiative. 

4. After the presentation by the Commission to the Research Working Party on 5 November 2009, the Working Party has examined the proposal on 23 November 2009, 14 December 2009 and 8, 11 and 25 January 2010. 
5. The discussions at the Working Party have mainly focused on the structure of the proposal, which differs from the approach in the previously adopted 169 initiatives (AAL, Eurostars, Metrology). In particular the two-phase approach calling for two separate agreements and the proposed evaluation by independent experts between the two phases, as well as the preconditions regarding the financial contributions of the participating States, the so-called "real common pot", have been discussed. The Commission has provided further clarifications on these questions and also on the mandatory ex-ante assessment of the dedicated implementation structure. However, further examination is still required at the level of the Working Party. 

6. The ITRE Committee at the European Parliament has had its first exchange of views on the proposal on 27 January 2010. [The consideration of the draft report by the Rapporteur, Ms Lena EK, is foreseen on 22/23 February 2010]. A vote on the amendments by the ITRE Committee is scheduled for 6/7/8 April and the final vote for 28/29 April 2010. The EP Plenary vote is tentatively scheduled for June 2010.

7. The Presidency intends to continue discussions at the Working Party level with a view to reaching a political agreement at the Competitiveness Council in May 2010 and a first reading agreement with the European Parliament.
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