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2nd CREST-SFIC Meeting – Summary Report
	Date and place of meeting
	25 May 2009, Brussels

	Key messages
	· The draft rules of procedure give reason to only a few comments. The Commission wishes to somehow reflect the partnership between MS and Cion in Article 2 where the draft only mentions MS. The Chair will send an update of the draft for approval in written procedure
· An extensive debate takes place on the draft for a SFIC work-programme for 2009-2010, the main messages being:
· SFIC is a strategic forum, it cannot deal with every detail but has to focus on the vision and strategies

· The work has to start with a stock-taking of existing INCO activities both on national and European level, therefore also the results of the OMC working group on INCO should be used
· Exchange of information is a priority. Therefore schemes and systems have to be developed.

· The coordination of activities and joint initiatives are for a later stage

· To limit the work of SFIC to a limited number of global challenges is disputed from two sides: 1. the global challenges a very broad in themselves and not really a focus and 2. the main question should be to consider “what to do with whom”, therefore no prior limitation is needed but concrete topics need to be identified for every target region/country
· Objective 3 is too narrow. Its title should be “international dimension of the ERA” and not the FP

· Innovation and the role of industry have to be considered

· The motivation of MS to conduct INCO activities should be analysed, compared and used for further strategies

· The Group decides to constitute two Task Forces to prepare the next meeting. One Task force shall deal with the question of information exchange and the development of tools for that purpose. The other Task force shall deal with the identification of priorities in terms of target countries and topics.
· Del. are invited to nominate delegates for the Task Forces and to send in proposals regarding the criteria for priority setting.

· The Pres. will send a new version of the draft programme for approval in written procedure.

· The provisional date for the next meeting is 1 October



	Impact on Austria
	· Member(s) for the Task Forces are to be nominated
· The Austrian position regarding the primary target regions and the topics to choose for the cooperation with them has to be considered and proposals for criteria for the priority setting could be send to the Pres.
· The Austrian position regarding the information sharing and networking of science counsellors has to be considered. 
· Therefore the role of the Austrian embassies or the foreign trade offices of the Austrian federal economic chamber should to be taken into account. There is practically no Austrian network of scientific attachés. It could be considered to designate members of the Austrian embassies or the foreign trade offices to fulfil partly the role of a science attaché and to take part in a possible network for information exchange.
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