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NOTE
	From:
	The Commission

	To:
	Delegations

	Subject:
	Commission Communication: "Mobilising private and public investment for recovery and long term structural change: developing Public Private Partnerships

-
Information from the Commission


Delegations will find attached an information note from the Commission services on the above-mentioned topic.

___________________

ANNEX

The Research PPPs 'Factories of the Future', 'Energy-efficient Buildings' and 'Green Cars'

The European Economic Recovery Plan was agreed at the 12 December 2008 Council Summit and includes three Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) where industry and the Commission are working together to develop technologies for the manufacturing, construction and automotive sectors which were seriously affected by the crisis and which face significant challenges in the transition to the green economy. The PPPs will commit 3.2 billion € of medium and long-term RTD funding in the period 2010-2013, with half coming from private sources and half from different Themes within the Seventh Framework Programme "FP7" (nanosciences, nanotechnologies, materials and new production technologies "NMP"; ICT; Environment; Energy; and Transport):

1. "Factories of the Future" (FoF), with 1.2 billion €. An initiative to help the Union's manufacturing sector which has 30 million employees, two thirds of them in small and medium-sized enterprises - SMEs (99% of companies).  It is facing strong competitive pressure and needs new industrial strategies and cleaner technologies.

2. "Energy-efficient Buildings" (EeB), with 1 billion €. An initiative to promote green technologies and development of energy-efficient systems and materials in buildings.  Buildings count for 40% of CO2 emissions in Europe and the sector employs 25 million people.

3. "Green Cars" (GC), with 1 billion € for research activities. An initiative emphasising alternatives to oil for transport, notably electrical and hybrid vehicles, safety and traffic solutions.  Transport accounts for 28% of CO2 emissions and directly or indirectly employs about 13 million in Europe.

The PPPs are part of a comprehensive, integrated package implemented between all the responsible services within the Commission (SG, ENTR, TREN, ENV, INFSO, ADMIN, BUDG, and RTD), complemented by actions on the demand side, such as public procurement, technical standards, and regulatory measures. These include a further 4 billion € for non-research activities under GC.

Ad-hoc Industrial Advisory Groups were set up in early 2009 to facilitate the strategic dialogue with industry and to develop detailed research strategies. Following public consultations, multi-annual roadmaps up to the end of FP7 in 2013 were published for FoF and EeB, with GC to follow.

The preliminary results of the first Calls totalling €268 million of research projects show over 50% of the EC funding of the retained proposals goes to private-for-profit companies with around 25% going to SMEs - a very encouraging increase in industrial support. The first projects are planned to start in the spring of 2010 and by the middle of the decade we should begin to see new energy-efficient solutions for buildings and districts, new enabling technologies for clean manufacturing in healthier work environments, and improvements to electric cars.

A major EU research event focused on the research PPPs, the “International Conference of the Spanish EU Presidency 2010 - The European Framework Programme: from Recovery to Sustainability”, takes place on 13-14 April in Valencia with up to 2000 delegates expected, and the Info Day for the second round of PPP calls is scheduled for 9th July in Brussels.

The experience gained with the first actions will be used to develop the longer-term strategy and instruments for research cooperation between the public and private partners. The importance of PPPs for the long-term, sustainable development of the EU is recognised in the Communication on "Mobilising private and public investment for recovery and long-term structural change: developing Public Private Partnerships". The December 2009 report by the Joint Technology Initiatives (JTI) "Sherpa Group" identifies a number of key principles to simplify future JTIs and PPPs as regards the legal structure and governance, operational modalities, funding and possible Member States' participation. In parallel, the PPPs will take advantage of the Commission's forthcoming Innovation Action Plan to create conditions for a successful take-up of the PPP research results. 
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