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NOTE
	From :
	The Commission

	To :
	Delegations

	Subject :
	Information on a Council Recommendation on the launch of the Joint Programming Initiative (JPI) on combating neurodegenerative diseases, in particular Alzheimer's
-
Presentation by the Commission


Delegations will find, in annex, an information note from the Commission services on the above-mentioned topic.
___________________

ANNEX

Information note from the Commission services

“Joint Programming” research initiative on Alzheimer’s disease
Information note from the Commission (Competitiveness Council, 25 September 2009) 

Today, about 7.6 million Europeans suffer from Alzheimer's disease and other forms of dementias. With the ageing of the European population, this number should almost double by 2040. 
In 2005, the costs associated with dementia in Europe were evaluated at €55 billion; with the increased number of patients, these costs will exponentially increase. Due to this financial burden for the European society, as well as the great human suffering they cause, neurodegenerative diseases, and in particular Alzheimer’s disease, should be a priority for medical research in Europe.

In September 2008, the Council recognised the challenges posed by neurodegenerative diseases in the context of an ageing European population and the need to detect, prevent and combat these diseases, particularly Alzheimer’s disease. The Council recommended that a European initiative in this field be launched, bringing together the Member States, the Commission and other stakeholders. 

Currently, research on Alzheimer’s disease is mainly carried out by the Members States independently. Stakeholders discussed and agreed that it would be a great advantage to address this important issue at European level, together, in a substantial, collective and coherent effort. For this purpose, it appeared useful to use the new “Joint Programming” mechanism put forward in the Communication from the Commission of 15 July 2008 “Towards Joint Programming in Research”. 
Indeed, in “Joint Programming”, EU Member states engage voluntarily and on a variable-geometry basis in the definition, development and implementation of common research agendas. In the area of research on Alzheimer’s disease, the use of this new framework could help gathering a critical mass of resources and knowledge, while fully taking advantage of working at a European scale. 
On 2 December 2008, the Competitiveness Council adopted conclusions recognising the necessity of launching a pilot Joint Programming initiative on combating neurodegenerative diseases, in particular Alzheimer's disease, and inviting the Commission to submit a proposal for a Council Recommendation in preparation for the implementation of this pilot initiative in 2009.

On 22 July 2009, the Commission adopted such a Proposal for a Council Recommendation on measures to combat neurodegenerative disorders, in particular Alzheimer’s disease, through Joint Programming of research activities. 

The Recommendation invites the Member States to work towards establishing a common vision for cooperation and coordination in the area of research on Alzheimer’s disease as well as towards the development of a common research agenda and an implementation plan in this field. It also invites the Member States and the Commission to explore jointly possible Commission initiatives to assist the Member States in developing this joint action. 

Meanwhile, discussions about the content of the common research agenda have started amongst national experts appointed by Member States. Some 20 countries are at present involved in this process. Work has progressed as regards several basic points. A series of questions about both the detailed content and the practical modalities for implementation of this action are still under discussion. 
___________________
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