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ERAC- GPC Meeting, 16.09.2010 – Summary Report

	Date and place of meeting
	16 September 2010, Brussels

	Key messages
	· Prof. Amouyel presents the state of play in the JPND (Alzheimer) Pilot Initiative. A Management structure has been set up with Management Board (MB, = the governing body), Executive Board and Scientific Advisory Board. The SRA is expected to be delivered by mid 2011. Four topics have been selected for pilot actions to be launched asap. As major obstacle for the implementation Prof. Amouyel identified the lack of authority of the MB members to take decisions which leads to significant delays. 
· The coordinators of the three JPIs of the so called “first wave” (JPI on agriculture food security and climate change; JPI on cultural heritage and global change; JPI “healthy diet for a healthy life”) present the state of play of their initiatives. All three have at least partly already established a governance structure and are in the process of defining their respective Strategic Research Agenda. For all three a CA is in preparation to support the setting up of the JPIs with FP7 money.
· R. Liberali and M. Busuoli from the EERA secretariat presented the state of play of “joint programming” within the European Energy Research Alliance. The EERA’s concept is based on common planning of the research to be done, commitment of own resources in terms of persons years, agreeing on who does what and sharing the results. There is no need of a common pot or new funds because research organizations are simply bringing their own resources together under the umbrella of a joint programming procedure.
· The chairman reports from the framework condition workshop on 15 September. All six axes of the FC document have been discussed. An update of the document is being prepared. The role of the FC guideline document for the JPIs is still unclear. The guidelines will in any case be voluntary. DE demands further emphasis on this and a more neutral wording regarding the financing toolbox. There was demand from several sides to keep the guidelines open for adjustments according to experience gained during the further implementation of JPIs. NL and DE are not convinced by the necessity of a “forward-looking platform”

	Impact on Austria
	· The EERA model could be considered as one of the options for the implementation of the Urban Europe JPI
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