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Note to the attention of the members of CREST
Subject : 
OMC-NET : state of play 

The OMC-NET scheme was designed as a complement to the multi-lateral Open Method of Coordination supervised by CREST. It was meant to provide a tool to support policy coordination activities undertaken by limited groups of national and regional research policy makers on specific issues of common interest. 
A pilot call was launched in 2005 under FP6, with an indicative budget of EUR 8.4 million. 10 projects (out of 18 eligible proposals) were selected for funding (see Annex I for full list). All of those are now completing their activities. The first call under FP7 was launched in October 2007 with an indicative budget of EUR 7.5 million. 7 proposals (out of 15 eligible proposals) were selected for funding (see Annex II for full list). Grant agreements have been or are in the process of being finalised for these 7 proposals. However, the 7 proposals are not sufficient to consume the budget for the first FP7 call.
At the CREST meeting of 5 December 2008, the Commission services informed CREST of their intention to launch, as part of the work programme 2010 for the FP7 Capacities activity 'Support for the Coherent Development of Research Policies', a further call for proposals under the OMC-NET scheme with an indicative budget of EUR 7-8 million. In particular, a number of possible new orientations for OMC-NET were presented to and discussed with CREST, based on the following lessons learnt from the outcome of the two first calls: 

· There is insufficient interest in the OMC-NET scheme and not enough high quality proposals are being submitted, despite a significant communication and information effort following the launch of the first FP7 call for proposals. 

· The first indications of the outcomes of a significant proportion of the projects resulting from the FP6 pilot call are that the impact in terms of policy coordination remains limited with regard to the initially stated objectives. 

Views of the delegations who commented varied. Although the proposed orientations were perceived as positive, it is still unclear whether this would significantly increase the number and quality of future proposals as well as their impact. Some delegations were in favour of postponing the call until the results of an ex-post evaluation of the FP6 call are available.
At this stage, it therefore appears preferable to postpone the launch of a new call for proposals pending the results of an ex-post evaluation of the FP6 call. Such an evaluation is in the process of being launched as foreseen in the draft revised work programme 2009 for 'Support for the Coherent Development of Research Policies'.
Postponing the foreseen call will make an amount of approximately EUR 7 million from the 2010 budget available. There is no need to use this amount for other activities of the 'Coherent Development of Policies' programme, where the focus in 2010 will be on implementing actions launched in 2009, notably a substantial number of studies on indicators and analysis. It is therefore now planned to use the available amount to  increase the budget planned for the 2010 call for proposals for integrating activities under the Research Infrastructures programme (also under the Capacities programme), . 

The issue of whether or not to launch a further OMC-NET call in the period 2011-2013, and what its focus and modalities would be, will be revisited in the light of the results of the ex-post evaluation and of policy development and needs. Based on the outcome of this discussion, a decision will then be taken on whether or not the amount now transferred to the Research Infrastructures programme should be returned to the Coherent Development of Policies programme at a later stage.
Annexes :

Annex I : 
List of projects funded as a result of the FP6 pilot OMC-NET call

Annex II : 
List of projects selected for funding as a result of the first FP7 OMC-NET call

Annex I : List of projects funded as a result of the FP6 OMC-NET call

· BIS-RTD - "Building and Improving Support for RTD Policy and Public Spending"
Coordinator: Slovenian Research Agency, Slovenia 

http://bis-rtd.net
· REACT - "Regional Empowerment in Actions and Concepts for Policy Development and Technology Transfer" 
Coordinator: Landesentwicklungsgesellschaft Thueringen MBH, Germany 

http://www.react-fp6.eu/
· COGNAC - "Coordination of RDI policies and their coherence with other policies in Newly Acceded Countries" 
Coordinator: Earfu Eszak-Alfoldi Regionalis Fejlesztesi Ugynokseg Kozhasznu Tarsasag, Hungary

http://www.cognacproject.eu
· ERID- Watch - "European Research Infrastructures Development Watch" 
Coordinator: Commissariat a l'énergie atomique (CEA), France 

http://www.eridwatch.eu/
· ForTransRIS - "A new transregional foresight model for the regional innovation strategies" 
Coordinator: Gobierno De Navarra , Spain

http://www.fortransris.net/
· OMC-PTP - "Public technology procurement as a strategic innovation policy mix instrument" 
Coordinator: Instituut voor de Aanmoediging van Innovatie door Wetenschapen Technologie in Vlaanderen, Belgium 

http://www.omc-ptp.eu/pages/overview.php
· EUROPEER SME - "Best practices to bring research and innovation in European SME through the “peer review” method" 
Coordinator: Deutsche Gesellschaft fuer Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ) GMBH, Germany 

http://www.europeer-sme-rp6.org/
· CERT-TTT-M - "CERTIFIED TRANS-NATIONAL TT- MANAGER" - Building up a framework to qualify TT- Managers on a trans-national level and with mutual recognition" 
Coordinator: Austria Wirtschafttsservice GmbH, Austria 

 http://www.ttt-manager.eu
· R4R - "Regions for Research" 
Coordinator: Stockholmsregionens Europakommitte , Sweden

http://www.regions4research.com/
· SupPolicy - "Support policy making through innovative assessing tools" 
Coordinator : Finlombarda - Finanziaria Regionale Per Lo Sviluppo Della Lombardia SpA, Italy 

http://www.suppolicy.eu/Home.html
Annex II : List of proposals selected for funding as a result of the first FP7 OMC-NET call

· I-SEEMob – "Inter-sectoral mobility of researchers in South-Eastern Europe"

Coordinator: General Secretariat for Research and Technology (GSRT), Greece 
· EuKTS - "European Knowledge Transfer Society" 
Coordinator: Austria Wirtschaftsservice GmbH, Austria
· CIA4OPM - "Optimising the policy mix by the development of a common methodology for the assessment of (socio-) economic impacts of RTDI public funding" 
Coordinator: Belspo, Belgium

· KVoucher - "Implementation of a Transeuropean knowledge voucher system" 
Coordinator: Provincie Noord-Brabant, Netherlands
· GLOVAL - "Gobal value chains as an emerging challenge for national and European RTD policies" 
Coordinator: VINNOVA, Sweden
· ERA-PRISM - "Policies for research and innovation in small Member States to advance the European Research Area" 
Coordinator: Malta Council for Science and Technology, Malta 

· TARGET - "Targeted R&D policy" 
Coordinator: Ministry of Science and Technology – National Council for R&D of Israel, Israel
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