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NOTE
	From :
	The Commission

	To :
	Delegations

	Subject :
	Research Connection 2009
-
Information note on the Conference held in Prague on 7-8 May 2009


Delegations will find, in annex, an information note from the Commission services on the above-mentioned topic.
___________________

ANNEX

Research Connection 2009
Information note from the Commission (Competitiveness Council, 29 May 2009)
The event 'Research Connection 2009' took place in Prague on 7-8 May 2009.

It focused on the theme 'Networking our Way to a Research Future' and provided information on successful experiences related the three major EU research and innovation programmes (FP7, CIP and Structural Funds).

Its objective was to promote networking and integration of research and innovation activities in Europe, in particular on the side of the new EU Member States.

The main parameters of the event can be summarised as follows: 

•
Close to 1,500 participants attended it, with 30% participation from new Member States. 

•
More than 100 journalists were also present. 

•
The exhibition included 47 project stands. 

•
More than 200 speakers took part in the 45 sessions (on thematic and cross-cutting issues). 

•
15 press briefings were organised; the press conference was attended by Mssrs Potočnik (Member of the European Commission, Science and research), Růžička (Czech Deputy Minister for Education, Youth and Sport), and Rifkin (President, Foundation on Economic Trends).

A thorough evaluation of the event is being carried out.

For more information, see http://ec.europa.eu/research/conferences/2009/rtd-2009/index_en.cfm 

___________________
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