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NOTE
	Subject :
	Summary conclusions of the 4th meeting of the Strategic Forum for International S&T Cooperation (SFIC), held in Brussels on 18 December 2009


The meeting was chaired by Mr. Volker RIEKE (DE).

The Forum drew the following conclusions:

1.
Task Forces
a)
Task Force 1: Information sharing 

Mr. Gavin COSTIGAN (UK), Chair of this Task Force, presented the report of the Task Force 1
, focussing in particular in the prototype joint secure IT tool in the form of an Internet "Sharepoint”. SFIC delegations will be given access to this provisional version of SFIC Sharepoint for feedback. A key question is the identification of one person to perform the central service of the management of the information. 
Delegations welcomed the work of the Task Force and raised the following broad issues in the discussion:
-
costing and work load issues of the information sharing should be further elaborated;

-
SFIC countries should identify the appropriate distribution of SFIC documents within their administration, including as regards their embassies (taking into account the different approaches to “science counsellors”), as well as how to provide information to be shared within SFIC; 

-
it could be considered to add all SFIC Members' science attachées in third countries to SFIC mailing list; 
-
counting on the general good will of the “science counsellors” to share information, it should be left for them to organise this in practice in the most appropriate way; 
-
the confidentiality aspects remain relevant, taking into account the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty and depending on the evolution of the European Research Area.  
The Chair concluded by inviting Task Force 1 to revise its recommendations, in the light of the discussion, by the next meeting of SFIC. The operational aspects of the information sharing should be further examined, including the human resources aspects, with a view to achieving a slim operation and taking also into account the possibilities to carry out the work in a decentralised manner to the extent possible.   
b)
Task Force 2: Priority setting
Mr. Jean-Luc CLEMENT (FR), Chair of this Task Force, presented a report of Task Force 2, which had continued elaborating on the “India” and “Energy” pilot initiatives, and as regards “India” had put forward a more specific pilot initiative on “Water related challenges”. 
As regards “India”, delegations welcomed the progress made and put forward the following considerations:
-
it is important to put forward concrete topics for cooperation, such as “Water related challenges” suggested by the Task Force, whilst being open to expansion to other themes later;
-
the activities on the India pilot initiative should not necessarily have any financial implications but rather imply more effective use of existing funding, e.g. by networking and clustering of projects concerned;
-
the possible links to Joint Programming initiatives should be kept in mind, whilst also implementing the SFIC activities in a pragmatic and light way;
-
opening up laboratories was welcomed as pragmatic approach to “europeanise” cooperation.  
It was decided to give Task Force 2 a mandate to set up an “India Pilot Steering Group” to implement the proposed pilot activities. It was noted that rather than being experts on any particular scientific domain, the members of this group should be familiar with the structures in their country relevant for cooperation with India. The Commission offered to provide the secretariat for this Steering Group (the usual Commission rules for reimbursement of experts, i.e. one expert per country, would apply to the meetings of this Group). The Chair invited delegations, who so wish, to designate their experts to the India Pilot Steering Group by 15 January 2010. 
As regards “Energy” pilot topic, it was recognised that due to the broad and partly sensitive and strategic nature of the topic, more work is needed to make this SFIC exercise more concrete, whereby following considerations should be taken into account:

-
appropriate interaction with the SET Plan should be established; in this regard the Commission undertook to examine this matter as far as the Commission’s involvement in the SET Plan is concerned; 

-
energy could be particularly relevant topic for cooperation with emerging economies as well industrialised countries such as the United States; however, no parallel structures should be created and the activities of the recently established EU-US Energy Council should be taken into account.
As regards possible further activities of Task Force 2, the Forum addressed the following issues:

-
Task Force 2 could consider developing, in 2010, further pilots with developing and industrialised countries as well as with emerging economies, whilst the implementation of the present activities should be given due priority;
-
as to such further areas, cooperation with Africa and in particular “health” theme could be considered; any activities in respect of Africa should build upon the relevant existing mechanisms, notably the initiatives by G8 and G20 as well as the EU-Africa 8th Partnership; it should also be taken into account that “research for development” is an area where coherence between various policy areas is important; SFIC should considerer contributions with added value; in this respect, the Chair invited Task Force 2 to put forward concrete proposals for action by SFIC.
The Forum extended the mandate of Task Force 2 for a one more year on the basis of the recommendations
 of the Task Force put forward in its report, including the mandate for the India Pilot Steering Group.
2.
Networking of science counsellors

The Forum welcomed the active work of the science counsellors. The draft model letter in response to the letters of the science counsellors was in principle accepted by delegations. The Chair undertook to revise it and prepare personalised letters based on this draft to be send to the science counsellors in Brazil, China, Japan and US.
3.
Platforms for dialogue

The main forthcoming events
 were recalled regarding the following platforms for dialogue
:
-
EU – Latin America: For the meeting of SFIC on 12 February 2010, ES Presidency will provide additional input and make available the latest draft of the preparatory paper, taking into account the comments received by Member States on the ES draft paper in preparation of the Senior Officials Meeting (SOM) in Buenos Aires SFIC should be involved in the process leading to the EU-LAC Summit on 18-19 May 2010 and give its input through appropriate channels;
-
Union for the Mediterranean (UfM): SFIC Members should be kept informed about the work leading to the meeting of the UfM Research and Higher Education Ministers on 25-26 April 2010 in Slovenia;
-
EU – Africa: It was acknowledged that there is scope for improving the coherence of the activities at various levels, including the implementation of the 8th Partnership; and for launching a high level EU-AU policy dialogue; the Commission will prepare an input for discussion at the next SFIC meeting. 
4.
Reporting on SFIC

The Forum agreed that the SFIC Chair, in cooperation with the Chairs of the Task Forces and supported by the Council Secretariat would draw up a draft for the first annual report for the next meeting.
5.
Information on major events

-
The Commission reported on the ERA Conference of 21-23 October 2009 where the importance of the international dimension of ERA was recognised;
-
The Commission recalled the preparations for the 2010 Shanghai Expo and undertook to continue to keep SFIC informed of this; 
-
The Commission informed the Forum that a meeting of the Joint Committee under the EU-India S/T Cooperation Agreement is scheduled for March 2010; 

-
It was also noted that the topic of major research infrastructures, recently addressed in the G8 context, could be a topic to be followed by SFIC. 
6.
Topics for next session


The next meeting of SFIC is scheduled for 12 February 2010 in Brussels. In addition to the follow-up to the present meeting (items 1 to 5), in particular a discussion about the draft annual report, the issue of visibility of SFIC during the ES Presidency could be addressed. 
7.
Other business

FR delegation presented a paper informing the Forum of the DE/FR initiative to set up a “Joint Project Management Association” under Belgian law, which could provide, notably, a legal structure to implement (“geographical”) ERANETs. The Chair invited interested delegations to team up with the FR delegation for further development of the initiative and report back to SFIC in due course.
______________
ANNEX
RECOMMENDATIONS OF TASK FORCE 2
The 'India' Pilot Initiative
Concerning the pilot initiative on 'India' the Task Force asks SFIC:
-
to endorse the proposed pilot initiative on India, its related activities and its related timetable;

-
to invite interested SFIC Members to actively engage in this pilot initiative;

-
to give the Task Force a new mandate to immediately set up a 'India Pilot Steering Group' of representatives of interested SFIC Members. This Steering Group should organise early 2010 an ad-hoc meeting of high-level officials between participating SFIC Members and the Indian partners and be tasked to prepare a "roadmap" for proper planning and all the necessary activities for implementing this pilot initiative.
The Pilot Initiative on 'Energy'
The Task Force asks SFIC members to:

-
start individual information exchange with the members of the SET-PLAN Steering Group at national level;

-
envisage the participation of SFIC members/or the SFIC-Chair in subsequent SETPLAN Steering Group meeting(s) and vice versa when appropriate (recommendation of the first Task Force report);

-
endorse the organisation of a workshop on international energy (research) cooperation to create synergies between the SET-PLAN Steering Group and SFIC and to mutually reinforce each others activities (possibly in June 2010).
The Potential Role of SFIC in Summits/Ministerial Meetings
Concerning the potential role of SFIC in Summits/Ministerial Meetings the Task Force recommends that:

-
SFIC is regularly informed in time by the acting Presidency about the and the agenda of upcoming Summits/Ministerial Meetings;

-
SFIC holds policy discussions in advance of major Summits/Ministerial Meetings or policy dialogues and sends via the official channels recommendations for consideration in the overall Summits/ Ministerial Meetings preparatory work;

-
SFIC delegates keep close contacts with those national experts that prepare the Summits/ Ministerial Meetings formally.

Extending the mandate of Task Force 2
The Task Force also recommends prolonging the mandate of Task Force 2 to enable the group to continue with its tasks in 2010 in particular as regards:

-
overseeing the implementation of the 'India pilot initiative';

-
operationalising the approach used in the case of the 'India pilot initiative' for other BRIC countries considering the lessons learnt;

-
working towards a more coherent European approach vis-à-vis and with Africa;

-
sharing more information on high level meetings with the US and use those high level fora to raise awareness about the new partnership approach (between Member States and the EU), with a view to pursue a more coherent European strategy towards the US.
____________

� 	The presentations on the two Task Forces have been distributed to delegations.


� 	Reproduced in the Annex to this document. 


� 	See summary outcome of proceedings of SFIC of 21 October 2009, doc. 1351/10.


� 	It is also recalled that Task Force 2 has been developing general principles as to the involvement of SFIC in such dialogues.
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