Provisional Work Programme 2012-2014

(Version December 2012)
Introduction
The Work Programme will cover an important period of policy development in the areas of research and innovation and related policies. The mandate of ERAC is highly relevant to the implementation of ERA, the Innovation Union and Europe 2020 covering activities at European, Member State and regional level. 

ERAC elected a new vice-Chair at its 10th meeting in June 2012. In order to have a sound basis for its future strategic work and ensure the necessary continuity and planning, this Work Programme sets out activities for the next 18 months (2nd semester 2012 to end 2013), with already some indicative activities for 2014.

To ensure that the different elements of ERA governance complement one another, work in an efficient and effective way and address both research and innovation policy issues, there is an emphasis on increased coordination between ERAC and the ERA groups. Developing strategic interactions with related policy areas (e.g. knowledge triangle) and other relevant policies (e.g. industrial, cohesion) and groups could also be envisaged. .  
Other needs may still arise over time and influence this work programme, e.g. the implementation of the Communication on ERA.

ERA policy implementation and monitoring
The Work Programme will cover the period (2012-2014) in terms of incorporating the relevant actions foreseen in the ERA Communication with the aim to complete ERA by 2014. In order to deliver, Member States, research stakeholder organisations and the Commission need to work together in a more focused partnership to develop ERA on the key priorities
.

Furthermore, ERA actions will also be followed by the different ERA related groups (GPC, SFIC, ESFRI, SGHRM, and KT). Therefore it is increasingly important that there are strong interactions with these ERAC/ERA groups as appropriate.  The preparation of the 2011 ERAC opinion on the ERA Communication illustrates this working method. The Work Programme 2012-2014 includes opportunities for interaction and exchange of information.

ERAC can be the forum where delegations share and discuss best practices for the implementation of the ERA priorities. ERAC can also contribute to monitoring the progress of ERA, both in terms of sharing best practices to ensure the availability of the best quality data and the best ways for ERAC to benefit from the monitoring system in order to provide strategic advice to the Council, the Commission and Member States. A first ERA progress report is planned by the Commission to be presented to the Council and the European Parliament in September 2013. A full assessment of progress will be proved by 2014. 
Implementation and monitoring of the Innovation Union in the context of EU 2020
The work programme reflects ERAC's role in the annual monitoring and policy cycle implementation including advice on the Research and Innovation Observatory. It highlights ERAC's contributions to setting up the ERA Monitoring Mechanism.
There are also research and innovation aspects in the European Semester, in particular priorities in the Annual Growth Survey and the country-specific recommendations which include R & I issues. ERAC mutual learning activities in relation to the policy issues raised and the ERAC opinion on the Annual Growth Survey can contribute to the follow-up at Competitiveness Council. As from 2013, ERA policy and its monitoring should become increasingly linked to the European Semester.
Working methods for ERAC
It is proposed that at least two plenary meetings are held per semester.  The priorities for the IE and LT Presidencies will be incorporated in the 2013 section of the Work Programme at the next 6 month update.
The quality of preparations for each strategic debate will be decisive. The Committee and the Steering Board will have to make more efficient use of dedicated seminars, ad-hoc working groups and rapporteurs in order to deal with issues so that they can reach the plenary sufficiently mature for debate and/or adoption.
_____________
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	Theme
	16 November 2012
(12th meeting)
	25 January 2013
(13th meeting)
	19 April 2013

(14th meeting)
	13-14 June 2013 
(15th meeting)
	October 2013 
(16th meeting)
	November/
December 2013
(17th meeting)
	January/
February 2014
(18th meeting)
	March/April 2014
(19th  meeting)
	May/June 2014 
(20th meeting)

	Venue
(Presidency)
	Brussels
(CY)
	Brussels 

(IE)


	Brussels 

(IE)


	Dublin 
(IE)


	 Vilnius (LT)? 

(LT)
	Brussels 

(LT)
	(EL)
	(EL)
	(EL)

	Standing agenda item
	Standing information point
	Standing information point
Follow-up on Research and Innovation Observatory 
	Standing information point
	Standing information point
	Standing information point
	Standing information point
	Standing information point
	Standing information point
	Standing information point

	Implementation and monitoring of Innovation Union (IU) in the context of EU 2020
	
	European Semester: Annual Growth Survey (AGS)
European Semester: Implementation of National Reform Programmes (NRP) and Country Specific Recommendations (CSR) and discussion on the modalities for the Mutual Learning Seminar (MLS)

ERAC opinion on AGS to Council and MS
	Discussion on operational conclusions from 2013 ERAC Mutual Learning Seminar 


	European Semester: state of play

Discussion on the basis of preliminary analysis of  MS reports on  implementation of IU/ERA actions


	ERAC opinion on IU and ERA progress highlighting outstanding issues to Commission
	European Semester: Implementation of NRPs and CSRs and discussion on the modalities for the MLS
	ERAC opinion on AGS to Council and MS

	
	European Semester: state of play

Discussion on the basis of preliminary analysis of  MS reports on  implementation of IU/ERA actions



	
	–
	Presentation and discussion of Innovation Union Scoreboard (IUS) 2012

Presentation and discussion of  the 2012 Innovation Union Competitiveness  (IUC) report – State of the IU 2012 – accelerating change,  including update on EU2020 Innovation Indicator 
	Update on Research and Innovation Observatory

	
	Results of the 2013 questionnaire on R&D  investment and policy measures by  EU Member States and of Associated Countries – presentation and discussion


	Update on Research and Innovation Observatory

	Presentation and discussion of IUS 2013
Presentation and discussion of the 2013 IUC report in the context of the 2014 European Semester
	
	

	
	
	[Peer review?]

Peer review of the Danish R&I system using the IU Self-Assessment Tool
	[Peer review?]
	Presentation of R&I policy in Ireland
	Presentation of R&I policy in Lithuania
	Peer review
	
	
	

	
	
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ERA policy
	
	State of play of monitoring of ERA progress

	State of play of monitoring of ERA progress 
First discussion on ERAC input to 1st ERA progress report, (possible  ERAC advice, to the Commission and Council) 

[Developing strategic interactions with related  policy areas (e.g. knowledge triangle and other relevant policy areas; 
	Continued discussion on ERAC input to 1st ERA progress report (possible  ERAC advice to the Commission and Council)  
	Presentation by the Commission on 1st ERA progress report and discussion /  possibly ERAC opinion (to  Council only)
	
	
	State of play of monitoring of ERA progress (possibly 2nd  workshop on  data gaps on ERA actions)
First discussion on ERAC input to 2nd ERA progress report (possible  ERAC opinion, to the Commission and Council) 


	Continued discussion on ERAC input to  2nd ERA progress report (possible  ERAC advice to the Commission and Council)  

	 
	
	Interaction on the implementation of ERA policy with other ERA groups 
Implementing the International Cooperation Communication 
	
	
	
	
	Interaction on the implementation of ERA policy with other ERA groups
	[Interaction on the implementation of ERA policy with other ERA groups]
	

	 
	
	
	Cross border operation of research-performing organisations – 

follow-up taking into account conclusions of 11th meeting 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mandate / Rules of Procedure / Administrative issues
	
	Discussion and conclusions on review of ERAC (tbc)


	Update of provisional work programme
	Approval  of provisional work programme
	
	Update of provisional work programme
Election of SB members
	Approval of provisional work programme
	
	


	Major events and milestones

	

	September 2012
	October 2012
	November 2012
	December 2012

	
	Competitiveness Council

(10-11.10.2012)

European Council 

(18-19.10.2012 )
	
	Competitiveness Council

(10-11.12.2012)

European Council 

(13-14.12.2012)

	January 2013
	February 2013
	March 2013
	April 2013
	May 2013
	June 2013

	
	Competitiveness Council
(18-19.02.2013)

	
	
	Competitiveness Council

(22-23.05.2013)
	

	July 2013
	August 2013 
	September 2012
	September 2013
	November 2013
	December 2013

	
	
	
	Competitiveness Council
(26-27.09.2013)
	
	Competitiveness Council
(02-03.12.2013)


	ERAC seminars/ workshops (with possible involvement of stakeholders)


	September 2012
	October 2012
	November 2012
	December 2012

	
	[Innovation Indicator - MS workshop]
	
	Innovation Indicator - MS workshop

	January 2013
	February 2013
	March 2013
	April 2013
	May 2013
	June 2013

	meeting of ad hoc

 working group on European 
Semester (24/01/12)        

	
	2013 Mutual Learning 

Seminar supporting the 

Preparations of R&I 

part  of the Europe 

2020 NRP 
Mutual Learning Seminar/ workshop on collaboration between research and innovation and cohesion policies. 


	Workshop on ERA Monitoring Mechanism (EMM) and how to fill data gaps on ERA actions(18/04/12)
	
	

	July 2012
	August 2012
	September 2013
	October 2013
	November 2013
	December 2013

	
	
	Mutual learning seminar on main/outstanding IU and ERA issues and their impact on growth and jobs
	
	
	


_________________
� 	Subject to political endorsement of the ERA Communication as planned at the December Competitiveness Council.





